Guideline Questions for Writing Your Philosophy on the Goal of Teaching
(write out your answers to these questions, then put them into a smoother paragraph or two)

A. What do you believe is the goal of all Christian education?

1. What are some of the goals of teaching mentioned in the New Testament?
*List some key verses, along with their statements of what the goal involves (verses like Romans 8:29; Ephesians 4:11-13; Matthew 28:19-20; etc.).

2. Come up with a concise statement of how you want to define the goal in Christian education and briefly describe it in general.

B. Describe in more detail what your goal in Christian teaching will look like in real life (when it is accomplished).  Use Scripture to support your comments when possible.

*If your goal is “spiritual maturity” then describe some of the specific spiritual characteristics or behaviors that will be present in the life of a mature Christian (for example, what are some of the teachings and practices of the New Testament churches to develop maturity; see Acts 2:42-47).

C. scribe some basic activities on how you could develop the characteristics you described in the above point B?  For example, from a study of Acts 2:42-47, one of these activities the early church used was “worship.”  If this is one activity you choose to use in your ministry to develop maturity, then describe what you would do in your ministry to develop true worshipers.  Do the same for each activity you chose for point “B” above.
D. Try to list and briefly describe the top 10 topics needing to be addressed biblically in light of the current situation in your culture (especially for the age group you are working with).  Try to be especially alert to topics that are keeping Christians from becoming more mature in their faith.  Every culture has these issues that often come in from surrounding non-Christian cultural beliefs and practices. Spiritual maturity is reflected in one’s ability to detect and confront these issues.

E. List and describe any other issues that are related to understanding and achieving the goal of Christian education in the Arab world.

