Repetition Games for Memorizing Verses
Verse Scramble
Write the verse with its reference on a large piece of paper.  Cut apart the words 
(1-3 words on each piece) and put scraps of flannel on the back so they will stick to the flannel board.  After you have repeated the verse together 4-5 times, have the children close their eyes while you scramble up the order of the pieces.  After they open their eyes, ask for a volunteer to come and put the words back in the right order.  After the verse is in the correct order, have everyone say it together again, and then give another explanation or application before scrambling it again.  Repeat as time allows.

Variation:  Use a stop watch to see which child can put the pieces in the right order the fastest.
Balloon Burst
Blow up a balloon for every word or two in the verse (include one for the reference).  Write each word (or two) on a balloon and tape them to the wall in the order they are said.  Call on a child to remove or burst a balloon.  Then ask all the children to repeat the verse, supplying the missing words.  Play until there are no balloons left on the wall.
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Choose a Letter
Choose a letter of the alphabet that at least one word in your verse begins with.  Have the children stand up to say every word that begins with that letter (for the other words, he must sit).  Choose a different letter and repeat the verse again.  You could also let a child choose a letter instead of you.

Variation:  Make the children stand up for every word that has the chosen letter anywhere in it (not just at the beginning).

Mystery Voice
Call on one child to come to the front of the class, close his eyes, and turn his back to the rest of the class.  Next point to another child to say the verse out loud, but with his voice disguised.  The child at the front tries to guess who is saying the verse.  If he cannot guess correctly, he must sit down and the one who disguised his voice comes to the front and tries to guess who the next disguised voice is.  If he guesses correctly, he can have another turn.  As long as he guesses correctly, he may stay in front.  

☺To help all the children learn the verse, have the whole class say the verse together between disguised voices.

[image: image2.wmf]Pass the Present
Wrap up a small gift inside a small box.  Wrap the box again with another piece of paper.  Continue wrapping it up this way 4-6 more times.  Have the children repeat the verse together while passing the present from one child to the next.  Whoever is holding the gift at the end of each repetition gets to unwrap one piece of paper from the box.  The game continues in this way until a child unwraps the box itself with the gift inside.  That child gets to keep the gift.

Echo Mountain
[image: image3.wmf]Divide the class into three groups:  the loud mountain, the medium mountain, and whisper mountain.  Say the reference and then the verse, phrase by phrase, with the reference at the end.  After you say each small phrase of the verse, each mountain repeats that phrase starting with the loud mountain (in a loud voice), then the medium mountain (in a normal voice), and finally the whisper mountain (whispering).  After the whole verse has been repeated, rotate the groups and continue.  To add motions, have each group stand during their turn to repeat the phrase.

Take a Seat
After repeating the verse 4-5 times during your teaching, have all the children stand where they are.  Start at one end of the first row of children and have the first child say the reference.  The child standing next to him will say the next word of the verse.  Continue down the row of children in this way, with the next child saying the next word.  Any child who does not know the correct word to say when it is his turn must sit down.  The game continues until only one child is standing.  Be sure to give specific applications between each repetition.

Cut and Repeat
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Print the memory verse in large letters on a big piece of paper.  After repeating the verse 3-5 times together, have a child cut out and keep one of the words from the verse.  The whole class will then say the verse together.  Choose another child to come and cut (and keep) another word from the verse.  Continue in this way until all the words are gone.  After all the words are cut off, tell the children with the words to assemble themselves together in front of the class in the correct order for one last repetition.

Thumbs up, Thumbs Down
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[image: image6.wmf]While repeating the memory verse to the children, misquote some words.  When you're finished, have the children put their thumbs up if they think it was said correctly or their thumbs down if you said it incorrectly.  Ask those who put their thumbs down to identify the misquoted part and supply the correct words.  Repeat the activity several times, changing different words.  Say the verse correctly some of the time (for a thumbs up).

King of the Mountain
After all have repeated the verse, ask for 3-5 volunteers to stand in front of the class with you.  As you point to one of these children, say one word of the verse.  If the child you pointed to cannot say the next word, he must sit down.  Say the next word and then point to a different child, who must say the next word.  Continue in this way until only one child is left standing.  He wins and stands to one side.  Choose another group of 
3-5 volunteers to play the game again.  The winner of the new group stands with the other winner.  Continue in this way until all of the children have had a chance to play the game.  Then take the entire group of winners and do it again, giving the child who is left standing a crown to wear for the remainder of the class.
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Memory Box
[image: image8.wmf]Wrap a square box (about 12 cm) with white paper.  On each side of the box write one of the following instructions:
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1) Read the verse from the Bible

2) Stand in front of the class and recite the verse

3) Raise your arms above your head and say the verse

4) Recite the verse with your eyes closed

5) Choose a partner and repeat the verse together

6) Jump up and down and say the verse

Now make a large dark arrow on every side of the box that points either left, right, up, or down.  Place the box on the floor with the children standing in a circle around it.  Throw the box in the air.  When it lands, the side on top will be pointing to a person who must then do what the instructions say.  Continue playing as time allows or until all sides of the box have been revealed.

Simon Says
The teacher begins by being "Simon."  Simon is the leader of the game who tells the children the position they must be in when repeating the verse together.  For example, you might say, "Simon says repeat the verse with your right hand on your head."  Everyone repeats the verse with their right hand on their head (or whatever the particular instruction given by Simon is).  The children must only follow directions that are preceded with the words, "Simon says . . . ."  If you do not begin your instruction with the words "Simon says . . ." then all who repeat the verse while doing the instruction are out.  For example, if you said, "Repeat the verse while standing on your left leg," all children who follow you in doing this are out (because "Simon" did not tell them to do it).  After the children have played this a few times, you may call on different children to be "Simon."

Variation:  Use a puppet to be "Simon."  Hold the puppet in different positions (leaning to the left, leaning to the right, standing up, hands out, backwards, etc.).  Have the children say the verse in the same position as the puppet.


How Fast
Have the children see if they can recite the whole memory verse in the time it takes a balloon to touch the ground after being thrown into the air.  Any child still talking after the balloon touches the floor is out of the game for the next turn.
Read the verse from the Bible





Recite the verse with your eyes closed





Jump up and down and say the verse
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